DURBAN CHEMICAL HUB
1. The Project : 
The idea is to set up a chemical hub in Durban, which emerged from several meetings and discussions between South African and local players in the Antwerp

chemical sector and port management.

The opportunity has arisen due to the following elements.
First, Durban is the largest African port and the port authorities wish to further develop their infrastructure in line with world-class and best practice scenarios.

Secondly there is an increase in the traffic of chemical and related products between Belgium (and further into Europe) and RSA (with Durban serving the entire Southern African hinterland).Further the development of Durban as a transhipment hub – as a node connecting the Asian and Oceania markets with Northern Europe and the western hemisphere (western Atlantic ocean rim) .

Finally, Durban Port has a strong need to have integrated logistics, warehouse, packaging, value-added facilities, and bulk handling facilities in the chemical and allied sectors.

2. The objectives :
· To highlight the awareness within the chemical sector by setting up 
a chemical tank farm (bulk liquid, raw materials, intermediates, finished products, fine chemicals, etc; form - liquids, powders, granular, etc) in the port of Durban. Hence it is important to inform interested parties of the forthcoming logistic facilities and needs.
· This opportunity will create an increase in the trade of chemicals and related products between Southern Africa and Europe. Also it will have a 
significant impact on the creation of jobs and acquisition of new skills

acquired through technical training, collaboration  and consulting.
3. The concerned parties:
· The Port of Durban

-Phumelele Motsoahae - Senior manager: Head port Infrastructure : National Ports Authority; email - phumelelem@npa.co.za
· The authorities of the City of Durban

--Eric Apelgren – Head : Intergovernmental Relations, Ethekwini Muncipality; email – apelgrene@durban.gov.za; +31 311 2124
· The KwaZulu Natal Province

--Carol Coetzee : Head – KZN Dept of Economic Development ;
+31 310 5300 ; coetzeec@ecotour1.kzntl.gov.za

· Trade & Investment KZN

Mr. Neville Matjie, General Manager: Investment Promotion

+27 31 366 0605; neville@tikzn.co.za ; www.tikzn.co.za
· The chemical partners from RSA and Antwerp

--Harri Narismulu – Hire Intelligence ; 082 4430334; harrin@pc-africa.com
· The Port of Antwerp and APEC, the Port Training Centre

--Paul Verkoyen : paul.verkoyen@haven.antwerp.be
4. The Financial aspects:
The SA Embassy in Brussels has identified most potential interested investors for the project.
The chemical companies in South Africa and in Belgium will receive the possibility to participate in the investment.
The European Investment Bank should also be approached to provide necessary financial means.

Equally on the South African side institutions such as IDC, the Provincial Government, and the City of Durban.
The project will be open to also include potential BEE partner/s.

5. Proposed workflow:

· The idea is to create enabling infrastructure in Durban that will act as a catalyst to encourage greater and more meaningful activity specifically in the chemical and related sectors; act as an economic generator in the broader sense with the multitude of spin-off and downstream projects -  which is comparable with the Port of Antwerp. It is also hoped to to improve the overall efficiency of the Durban port. 
· The first phase is to obtain the contact details of the chemical companies using the Antwerp Port facilities.

· Phase two consists of reception of the following data from the Durban Port  facilities:
1. An official document (MOU or agreement) describing the development of the project.

2. Data on import – export of chemical and related products.

3. A list of the chemical companies already using or willing to use the chemical port logistic facilities.

· Next organize a roundtable meeting at VOKA Antwerp. VOKA being the 

Antwerp Chamber of Commerce.
1. Inviting official speakers from National  Port Authorities, IDC, DTI, TIK and the project leaders.

2. Belgian and South African Business partners.

3. the 3 potential investors.

4. Find and invite potential investor partners from RSA.

· Finally, is to invite all participants of the Antwerp roundtable meeting

to Durban and have a similar meeting there. The aim is to negotiate an agreement between the interested parties.
